
 

 

 The Bloomington Area Career Center took 13 students to the SkillsUSA 

LEAD Conference in Tinley Park, IL. This is a two-day leadership conference that 

helps SkillsUSA members find their “start button” through hands-on, high-energy 

and motivational programming.  

 During the course of the conference, participants discover how to ignite the 

leader within them and maximize their potential. Participants spend time working 

together in a project management atmosphere. Collectively they learn teamwork to 

set and accomplish goals. They take a look at what it means to present a  

responsible, positive image – and the effects that image can have not only on  

themselves, but also on their school, SkillsUSA, and career and technical education. 

 

Statesman Award Recipients:  

Amelia Lyons 

Hadley McKenzie 

Sarah Welander 

Katie Boland 

Sarah Martin 

Jocelyn Sharif 

Front row : Austin Estes, Katlin Sturgeon, Savannah Hensen, Amelia Lyons 

Back row : Katie Boland, Sarah Martin, Jennifer Smiciklas, Jocelyn Sharif,  

Audrey Stark, Hayden Deleonardis, Etta Bowers, Hadley McKenzie, Sarah Welander 
 

 

BACC Students Attend SkillsUSA L.E.A.D. Conference 

Participating 

High Schools 

Bloomington 

Blue Ridge 

Calvary Christian 

Central Catholic 

Clinton 

Cornerstone Christian 

El Paso-Gridley 

Fieldcrest 

Heyworth 

LeRoy 

Lexington 

Normal Community 

Normal West 

Olympia 

Ridgeview 

Tri-Valley 

University High 

Winter Spotlight 

Bloomington Area Career  Center  

BACC Calendar 
 

December 23-January 8 

Winter Break/No School 
 

January 8 
First Day Back after Winter 

Break 

 
January 15 

M.L. King Day/No School 
 

February 12 
School Improvement/ 

No School 
 

February 19 
President’s Day/No School 

 
March 2 

Parent-Teacher  

Conferences/No School 



 

 

The Normal Rotary invites the Bloomington Area Career Center to be represented as guests in their monthly  

luncheon meetings.  The BACC students who are chosen exhibit citizenship, leadership, participation, and  

scholarship in their BACC program.  Students chosen will represent the BACC for the months of September 2017 

through April 2018.  At the end of the school year, the Normal Rotary will choose one of the monthly representatives 

to receive a $500 scholarship. 

NOVEMBER 

Zach Bradford 

Zach Bradford, BHS Senior and 2nd year Digital Media Student, designed the spirit wear for 

BACC.  Zach has been Student of the Quarter, a member of the Technical Honor Society , and 

plans to become Photo Shop and Illustrator certified.  He is also a member of the cross-

country and track team.  

From the Desk of the Director 

BACC Normal Rotary Students 

Greetings and Happy Holidays, 
  
As we near the close of the first semester and the calendar year, I would like to take the opportunity to share with you 

the positive events and quality educational opportunities I have seen the first five months at BACC. 
  
BACC students are being exposed to careers and further educational opportunities—we have had many students out 
on field trips to businesses and postsecondary options, and many speakers in to share about their careers. Students 
are gaining new skills and polishing up on previously learned skills.   This includes a huge variety of skills, from fixing 
laptop computers, to learning new software programs; from working as a team to learning how to put wall frames on a 
house to how to take vital signs and assess patients in an emergency situation.  Many students have also taken ad-
vantage of opportunities for personal growth, including SkillsUSA, the BACC Ambassador program, and job shadowing 

opportunities.   
  
A special thanks go out to all of the businesses and organizations that participate with BACC for various events such as 

the Career Expo, field trip and job shadowing experiences.  These experiences are invaluable for our students.  
  
As your son or daughter continue to progress through the BACC program, encourage them to take advantage of the 

variety of opportunities offered to them at BACC and at their home high school.   
  
On behalf of the faculty and staff at BACC, have a safe and enjoyable holiday season.   
  

Tom Frazier, Director 
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BACC Using New Technology! 

 

 The Bloomington Area Career Center is excited to announce that a Cisco Spark Board has been donated to 

the center through community efforts this year. This new technology has allowed guest speakers to connect with our  

classrooms in real time, supporting an interactive and engaging learning environment. Industry Professionals can 

connect in to the Spark Board via any phone, tablet, laptop or computer and have an interactive conversation with 

students via real time audio and video. Professionals can talk about their careers, education, professional interests, 

answer questions, and even lead hands-on labs. These connections to industry professionals allow students the  

opportunity to learn about different professionals, and connect the material taught in class to real world  

applications.   

 This semester BACC classes have had the privilege of connecting with the following business professionals: 

Mr. Johnson of ZDI, Debra Block and Stephanie Coram of Advocate Bromenn,  Stuart Blade of Bloomington Fire  

Department,  Chef Steve Promenschenkel of Hy-Vee, Dr. Khokhar-Gastroenterologist, and  Mr. Sewell of Shive-Hattery 

Architecture.  This technology will continue to allow BACC programs to connect with professionals all over the country 

who otherwise would not be able to partner with the BACC due to distance or time restraints. If you are interested in 

connecting to a BACC program as a business professional, please contact Nicole Meyer, Business and Community 

Coordinator, for more information.  
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Congratulations to the 2017-2018 Students of the 1st Quarter! 

Grant McMahill  Metalworking Occupations I  Megan Seger  Nurse Assisting 

Cassandra Meyers Metalworking Occupations I  Christiana Thompson Nurse Assisting 

Jasmine Williams  Cosmetology I    Megan McDonald  Nurse Assisting 

Caitlyn Rossman  Cosmetology I    Callie Champley  Nurse Assisting 

Kyle Byrd  Civil Engineering & Architecture  Shelby Egan  Nurse Assisting 

Max Moodie  Civil Engineering & Architecture  Jess Newton  Nurse Assisting  

Ben Stanfa  Automotive Technology II   Logan Huonker  Nurse Assisting  

Quinton Buschman Automotive Technology I   Faith Wieland  Nurse Assisting   

Henry Lovellette  Automotive Technology I   Piper Seglem  Nurse Assisting  

Adali Salinas  Health Careers & Medical Terminology Lexie Wicklander  Nurse Assisting 

Jade Carlock  Health Careers & Medical Terminology Larin Harr  Advanced CNA 

Linnea Skillrud  Health Careers & Medical Terminology Jacky Olivares  Advanced CNA 

Ben Houchin  Health Careers & Medical Terminology Maxwell Brown  Fire Science 

Lyndsey Sebok  Health Careers & Medical Terminology Alexi Olvera  EMT Basic 

Laina Runyon  Health Careers & Medical Terminology Chanse Ridgeway  EMT Basic  

Savannah Henson Criminal Justice & Law Enforcement I Eddie Kelso  EMT Basic 

Liam Vaughn  Criminal Justice & Law Enforcement I Gavin Legett  EMT Basic 

Matthew Trimble  Criminal Justice & Law Enforcement I Ashlyn Gibson  Culinary Arts I 

Claire Martens  Criminal Justice & Law Enforcement  I Tyjon Blakely-Toney Culinary Arts I 

Jorri Sandage  Criminal Justice & Law Enforcement I Ashley Matsuda  Culinary Arts II 

Adam Burris  Criminal Justice & Law Enforcement II Caroline Burwell  Culinary Arts II 

Jacob Marshall  Computer Technology & Networking I Zach Bradford Graphic Design & Video Production 

Michael Bargmann Computer Technology & Networking I Colleen Hayes Graphic Design & Video Production 

Mason Phillips  Computer Technology & Networking I  

Deonte Mosely  Computer Technology & Networking II  

A Little Cosmetology Fun 
 

What is a better way to learn base controls than to 

play a little "base" ball, Cosmo style of course! Hair 

design is all about angles and how the 

hair responds when projected at specific  

angles.  What is the name of the base control using 

a 1X base size, projected at a high 45 degree  

angle where the tool lands in between the part lines 

and provides maximum volume?  Just ask any  

Cosmo student -- they'll be able to tell you! 

 

The Cosmetology students recently took a field trip to Cosmo Prof, a local  

supply house, and to Beauty Brands.  So much to see and learn!  While at Beauty Brands they were given a 

scavenger hunt list.  Instructions were to find specific products and take a selfie with that product.  Who 

says learning can't be fun?!? 



 

 

Fire Science Students—Hard at Work! 
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 Fire Science has had a busy semester so far. The students are  

becoming proficient with putting on, and working in, their protective  

equipment. We have been working with Bloomington-Normal Fire  

Department engines learning to deploy hose lines. The students have  

progressed to working with the lines while they are under pressure and have 

become much better at manipulating them. Some students are also receiv-

ing very basic pump operations training. 

 We have just begun to work with carrying, throwing, climbing, and 

working off of ladders. The students will learn how to select the proper  

ladder, how to properly deploy it, and how to work with tools and perform  

firefighting jobs off of ladders. 

 In the near future, they will learn to work with ropes & knots and how 

to tie off and raise equipment. They will be learning to wear self-contained 

breathing apparatus and will participate in blind obstacle courses and other 

confidence and team building events. 

 The students are beginning to coalesce into a unit based on  

teamwork and we look forward to the challenges they will be presented with 

this year. 

Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement—Learning from the Professionals 

 

The Criminal Justice Class has had three guest speakers this semester.  

 

Bradley Ware, an FBI Agent, came to discuss the core values of the FBI as well as the various job opportunities 

available for the students upon college graduation.  The class will also be taking a field trip in February this 

year to get a little hands on experience in this field. 

 

Jennifer Patton, a defense attorney, discussed the differences in being a  

prosecuting attorney as opposed to a defense attorney.  During her presentation, 

the class was able to ask Jennifer any questions they had about different laws or 

cases.  In April, the criminal justice class plans to take field trip that will allow them 

to see what it would like to sit in on a jury trial. 

 

William Lally, who is a professor at Eureka College , also came to speak to the class.  Lally is the head of  

Criminal Justice Department at Eureka College.  Currently there is a 93% job placement rating for graduates 

from Eureka.  During his visit, the students participated in a hands on activity with laser guns to simulate  

excessive force.  The students will also be taking a trip to Eureka College in January to work on processing a 

crime scene. 

Shout out to the NEW Geometry In Construction class 

 

While ideally, the Geometry In Construction class would be building a house, they were not able to line up a 

location to build one for this year.  So like general contractors, they have been taking odd jobs.  The class is in 

the process of building a shed for the NCHS FAA.  In addition to the shed, they have started a new project for 

a student at NCWHS that was seriously injured and needs a wheelchair access ramp at his house.  So they 

loaded up their tools on the bus, and began the construction of a large wheel chair ramp in his front 

yard.  The class was able to secure donations for all the materials, and they are going to be able to do a nice 

project to help one of their own!  Great job, Geo In Construction! 
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Bloomington Area Career Center Career Expo 

The Bloomington Area Career Center hosted its 11th Annual Career Expo 

this past October, 2017. Over 1,600 8th grade students from all over 

central Illinois attended the event to learn about different career paths, 

and what it takes to be successful in the careers that interested them. 

Over 50 businesses participated in this year’s event. Taking time out of 

their day, they helped educate students on the different careers that 

their businesses offer through information and hands on activities. 

Culinary Arts—Gingerbread House Extravaganza 

 

The Culinary Arts class worked tirelessly creating some amazing gingerbread houses for the Festival of 

Trees—Heart of Giving auction at the Interstate Centers for the weekend of November 17-19.  The houses 

were auctioned off to raise money for the Baby Fold.  Our BACC students raised over $300 for the cause!! 

Great job, Culinary Arts! We are so proud of you. 

 

 

 



 

 

From the Desk of Automotive Technology 
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Health Careers and Medical Terminology  - An Experience of a Lifetime  

 

 The Health Careers and Medical Terminology class was able to attend the “Live from the Heart”  

observation at the Museum of Science and Industry.  They were able to watch a live open heart surgery that was 

taking place at Christ Hospital in Oak Lawn.  The surgical staff, including the heart surgeon, talked with the class.  

They explained the surgery and the camera was able to zoom in so that they could see what they were doing,  

including observing the heart valve.  The surgical team discussed their careers, what their duties are on the  

surgical team, and their academic paths.  There were at least seven different professionals involved in this  

surgery.   

 

 The class was also able to visit the museum after the surgery.  They were able to see and handle the 

equipment that was used in the surgery.  Once the tour was over, the students had the opportunity to ask the  

surgical team questions regarding the surgery and their careers as well.  Such a wonderful opportunity for all! 
 

 

The Automotive Technology classes have had a busy Fall semester, fitting 

in two field trips.  One field trip was to Illinois Central College and the other 

was to Parkland Auto.  They also had a couple of guest speakers from CIT 

Trucking come and visit BACC! 

 

The BACC automotive students visited Illinois Central College this October.  

During this visit, they had a chance to see ICC’s automotive program and  

compete in automotive competitions against other schools.  Competitions  

included fluid identification, fastest tire change, under vehicle component  

identification, multi-meter usage, quickest belt change, and a time based 

spark plug challenge.  Mike Morgan was awarded first place in the component 

identification challenge for BACC. 

 

During their field trip to Parkland College on November 15, students had the 

opportunity to tour the following programs: General Diesel, Case New  

Holland diesel factory training, collision repair and refinishing, general 

automotive, and their Ford Asset factory training program.   

 

This fall, Nick Stafford, a Technical Recruiter from CIT Trucking, and  

Jason Welborn, a service advisor at CIT,  spent the day discussing the  

expectations and requirements of a 21st century diesel technician with 

students.  Students were also given the opportunity to explore a modern 

Volvo semi truck.  Later in the year, the students will be able to tour the 

CIT Tucking facility. 
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Student Ambassadors 

Our BACC student ambassadors have had a busy start to the 2017-2018 school year!  Student  

ambassadors must submit an application to join and meet certain criteria to be involved.  Student  

ambassadors must maintain a letter grade of C or higher in their BACC course, conduct themselves in a way 

that positively reflects themselves and the career center, and they must participate in two events per  

semester. Way to go, ambassadors!  We are excited to have you represent BACC this year! 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Demarco Glass  BHS    Christiana Thompson  U-High 

Isabel Rosales  NCHS    Deonte Mosely   BHS 

Edwin Kelso  U-High    Amelia Lyons   BHS 

Hailey Harvey  NCHS    Taylor Baker   BHS  

Linnea Skillrud  BHS    Parker Nishida   BHS 

Lydia Johnson   BHS    Carol Bufole   BHS 

Adrianna Poindexter BHS    Zachery Bradford  BHS 

Ki’Mya Taborn  NCWHS    Natalie Stricklan  Tri-Valley 

Kylie Ann Cox  Central Catholic  Kylie Edwards   El Paso—Gridley 

Charlotte Weed  BHS    Dani Magee   Olympia 

Chanse Ridgeway BHS 
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System 

Bloomington Area Career 


